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PHILIPPA OP HAINAULT,

QUEEN CONSORT OF EDWAED  in.

AN early affection had "been formed between the son of Ed-
ward II. and Philippa, the youngest daughter of the sovereign
count of Hainault, at Yalenciennes, when that young prince and
his mother took refuge at her father's court. The young lover and
his beloved lady, each in their fifteenth year, were domesticated for
a, fortnight on terms of familiar friendship. Young Edward knew
the consent of his father, his council, and parliament had to be
obtained; and as he was a refugee following a disgraced mother,
he kept silence regarding his preference, even to the object of it;
although her uncle, the famous knight sir John of Hainault, noticed
it, and observed to some of his English suite that their young
master affected the society of his niece, the lady Philippa, more
than that of any of her sisters. When success followed the subse-
quent invasion of England, and seven months afterwards young
Edward III. was seated on the throne of his hapless father, his
council despatched Adam Orleton, bishop of Hereford, to look
for a wife for their youthful monarch among the princesses at the
friendly court of Hainault. The bishop demanded of the council
"which of the five young ladies they chose to be queen of
England?" One of them answered, ""We will have her with
finest form, I ween."

The bishop then surveyed them all very seriously, " and chose
Philippa, who was full feminine." No doubt Edward III. and her
uncle guided the bishop so that his choice fell on the right lady.
Philippa was married to Edward III. at Yalenciennes by procu-
ration, and then embarking at Wisant, she safely landed at Dover
with all her suite, Bee. 23, 1327, escorted not by her father, as
expected, but by her uncle John of Hainault. Great festivals
celebrated her entry, but her young warrior bridegroom was
far away, leading his army against the Scotch, and the fair
bride had to set out on a wintry progress northwards to find him.
York xoinster was the place where Edward and Philippa met, and